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From the TTO coordinators’ desk 

Dear TTO Students and Parents, 
 
We proudly present the latest edition of the 
MOTTO, the Magazine Of TTO. This issue was 
created by Mrs Royle, who is the new editor of the 
MOTTO. Which leads us to say a big thank you to 
Mrs Campbell for all the wonderful editions of 
MOTTO she edited over the last seven years. 
 
In this Winter MOTTO, you will find an overview of 
many of the wonderful TTO activities our students 
have completed in the first few months of the new 
school year. Year 1 TTO played hockey matches 
against Reed’s School in October and learned all 
about Japan on the TTO Theme Day. Year 2 and 3 
TTO were treated to Phileas Fogg workshops, Year 
4 and 5 TTO saw the Exchange students from 
Bishops, Herschel’s and PLC Sydney join several of 
their TTO classes and Year 6 TTO students have 
been preparing for their nerve-wracking IOCs! 
 
There is never a dull moment in the TTO 
Department. As you will have seen on the cover of 
this MOTTO, we have a new TTO Learner Profile in 
Junior TTO, which we are very excited about. 
Speaking of excitement, on the 28th of November 
the RLW TTO Department welcomed the NUFFIC 
Organization to our school. They visited the TTO 
Department of the RLW, attended several classes, 
spoke to TTO teachers, parents and students and – 
at the end of the day – awarded the school with a 
renewal of its Junior and Senior TTO license! A huge 
thank you to all of our wonderful TTO teachers, 
parents and students that helped on the day. 
 
We hope you enjoy all of the wonderful work 
created by the TTO students. It is truly remarkable 
to see what our students achieve and we are very 
proud of every single one of you. 
 
All that’s left to say is we wish everyone a 
wonderful Christmas holiday and a happy new 
year! 
 
Best Wishes, 
Mrs van Otterloo and Miss Haasnoot 
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Global Citizenship Theme Day 2019: JAPAN 

November 14th was a celebration of all things Japanese as the TTO Brugklas came together to 

show off the work they had been preparing over the previous few weeks in all the TTO subjects. 

The pupils gathered in the theatre looking very creative in their own-designed Japanese-

themed T-shirts made in Art. The displays around the theatre showed off their group-work 

posters made in History and Biology. In English TTO there were letter exchanges between our 

pupils and those from a school just outside Tokyo. And this year’s Brugklas didn’t let us down, 

with what is now a great Theme Day tradition: the cupcake competition! From kimonos to sushi 

and from Mount Fuji to cherry blossom, the decorations on the cupcakes were superb. Well 

done!  

The afternoon got off to a musical start – together with the MYP pupils - with the singing of a 

beautiful Japanese song. That got us all in the mood for the rest of the activities and 

presentations. In their groups, they participated in Geography presentations, Calligraphy, 

Maths puzzles’ competitions and Sumo wrestling. The photos below, give an impression of all 

the fun and learning that was had. 

At the end of the afternoon we all 

gathered again to hear who had won the 

most points from the afternoon’s 

activities. That group was Laulani, 

Veronique, Lukas and George from B1A. 

Congratulations! The class with most 

points overall, and therefore winning 

the 2019 Global Citizenship Theme Day 

Cup was …… B1A!  

          



   Mmmm…cupcakes 

Posters made in History 

 

 

 



Biology digital posters depicting 

the food chain of some typical 

Japanese foods and drinks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Japanese-themed T-shirts 

      



             

          

Puzzling over Japanese Maths puzzles! 

   

   



         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Calligraphy 

 

Geography presentations      

 

 

 



       

         

Sumo wrestling in PE 

        

   

    

 



Letter writing exchange with pupils at a school 

outside Tokyo: all part of the Global 

Citizenship Theme Day Japan research. 

        

  



      

 

 

 



Our Japanese letter-writing partners! 

  

   

     



Finally, here are some reflections on the Global Citizenship Theme Day Japan. 

I thought the TTO Theme Day was amazing! I loved all the activities. It was fun with all the 

teachers and the children.  

 

My favourite activity on the day was the sumo wrestling. It was so much fun with the big suits 

and you could bump into each other without hurting others. I also loved baking the cupcakes 

with Niels and Anne-Marie.  

I learned a lot about puzzles from Japan, like Sudoku. I also learned that Japan is a really 

dangerous country, because it has hurricanes, volcanoes and other natural disasters. 

- Florentine van Acker (B1A) 

 

I really enjoyed the Theme Day, because I learned a lot and I liked the activities. I loved the 

Japanese puzzles and painting the Japanese characters. I also liked writing the postcard to Shion 

in Japan! I liked these things, because we did it in a group. I thought it was most fun to learn 

about the traditions in Japan, because they are different than in The Netherlands! 

- Laulani Ramanna (B1A) 

 

It was really fun to go sumo wrestling and to paint the Japanese letters. The Japanese puzzles 

were also very nice to do. I liked painting the shirts and baking the cupcakes as well. We made 

sushi on the cupcakes and on the shirts we made a blossom tree with our group’s name 

(JoRuBeSu) on it. I learned that Japan is the land of the rising sun and about the earthquake in 

1923. 

- Ruben Yildirim (B1A) 

 

I thought the TTO Theme Day was a very nice experience. I especially loved the sumo wrestling. 

I enjoyed making the posters for Biology, History and Geography, because we had the privilege 

to work in groups. In History I learned most about the political side of things. In Geography, I 

learned most about the climate and the location of all places and in Biology I learned a lot 

about the culture, the food and the animals in Japan. 

- Taha El Atrash (B1B) 



Reed’s School Hockey Trip 

 

 

Earlier this school year, our year 1 hockey enthusiasts joined 

up with boys from our partner school Reed’s in England, for a 

day of competition and making friends. Some of these Reed’s 

pupils will meet up again with year 1 pupils at the end of the 

school year for a morning of lessons together at our school. 

Then, next year during the RLW year 2 Oxford Trip they will 

meet again! 

We value our partnership with Reed’s School and look forward 

to these opportunities for both sets of pupils to get to know 

each other through sport, learning activities and the 

friendships that result from them.  

 



English TTO 

Family Trees: the Brugklas pupils had fun learning 

vocabulary to do with family relations by drawing 

their own family tree (or tree house!). The flags 

are also a nice touch, indicating the land of origin 

by some family members. 

 

Lenya Croughs B1B                                                      Ishani Awasthi B1A 

 

Daniella Krabben B1A 

 



Related to the above activity of designing their family tree, year 1 also wrote their 

autobiographies. Below is an example written by Ishani Awasthi B1A. 

My life on a page (till now)  

 

I am Ishani. I was born on 7th November 2006 by caesarean section, in Mohali India. I was three 

months old when I came to Eindhoven (in the Netherlands). I lived there for two years, and 

then I moved to Voorburg with my parents. I enrolled at Driemasters (a Dutch school) for my 

first three years of school. After that I joined a International school (HSV-KSS). Thereafter I 

switched back to the Dutch schoolingsystem, and joined Liduina basisschool. I studied there for 

three years. Now I am studying TTO gymnasium at, Rijnlands Lyceum Wassenaar (RLW). 

 

I have many plans for the future. Some of them are:                                                                                          

learning Japanese, Chinese and Korean, going to south-east Asia and America, studying at 

Harvard, making a life changing invention/discovery and buying a big house.                                                                                                                                           

But for now I have enough things to do. Since I was a kid, I had interest in arts, thus my love for: 

philosophy, singing, drawing/painting and learning languages. As for sports, I have played a lot. 

But swimming has always been my favourite. That’s the reason I play waterpolo. 

 

I have a younger brother, his name is Soham. My mother’s name is Mukulika, and my father’s 

name is Vineet. Every year we visit our extended family in India. My family is Indian. That’s why 

I celebrate all the Indian festivals. Given my background, I can speak and understand some 

Indian languages, and have knowledge of Indian culture. 

 

I have learned and I am still learning numerous things from the world and the people around 

me. The world has taught me to think about human beings, animals and the nature. My family 

has taught me to work hard until you fulfil your goals. From my friends I have learned to have 

fun, and to be optimistic. All the things I have learned in the past twelve years, make me who I 

am. 

 

Till now my life has been very interesting. Every day I am looking forward to the new 

adventures I will experience. Hopefully I will be able to end my story on a good note. 



English TTO and Geography cross-curricular Postcard Project 

The Brugklas studied Canada in Geography and in English TTO they wrote a postcard home to 

family or a friend from Canada.  

Livia Munk B1A writes a postcard from 

Toronto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Above: Ishani Awasthi B1A and her impressions of Toronto.                                                                                      

Below: Florentine van Acker B1A sends some interesting facts to a friend back in Wassenaar. 

     



Geography 

The year 1 classes had to produce a map 

of an imaginary island using the 

information and skills they learned in the 

first weeks of school. The students also 

had to write a description of their map 

explaining geographical features and 

things to do on their island. 

 

These examples by B1C show what 

wonderful imaginations they have! 

 

Left: Noa Weiner B1C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Jasmijn Bierens B1C 

   



 

 

Eveline Bijnen B1C 

 

 

  

Carolina van Kempen B1C

 

 

 

    

 



Maths and History cross-curricular project 3D shapes 

In Maths pupils learned about, and made, 3D 

shapes. One such shape being a triangle. In 

History, the triangle is, of course the key 

recognisable shape of a pyramid. Learning about 

Ancient Egypt, and about how pyramids were 

built, is one of the highlights of History in year 1: 

to be seen in the next edition of MOTTO!  

However these useful 3D shapes also came in 

handy when year 1 made their own cubes in 

History. Onto each side they wrote and drew all 

sorts of information about themselves: their own 

personal history! 

  

‘My Personal History Cube’: by a variety of pupils from B1A, B1B and B1C. 

     

The three close-up examples above are by Marcel Sutedja B1A. 



Art and History cross-curricular Pre-History 

In History pupils learned about pre-history.  

In Art ……… well, why don’t the pupils explain 

themselves: 

This was our first cross-curricular TTO assignment. 

That means two subjects are both in one assignment. 

For this assignment 

the two subjects 

were History and 

Art.  

First we watched a 

documentary about 

the origin of art. 

Through the 

documentary we 

learned about cave 

paintings. 

After that we used 

our knowledge about cave paintings to make one ourselves. The thing was that our whole class 

worked on one. It was really fun and educating. We learned how to work together. And our 

cave painting turned out amazing! 

I hope that we will do such assignments more often. By Ishani Awasthi. B1A. 

 

I really liked the assignment, we started by watching a documentary about the history of cave 

paintings and early people. The documentary was really interesting, I didn’t know that the cave 

paintings were actually images early people saw in their head! 

The lesson after we watched the documentary we took some printed out images of cave 

paintings and ‘painted’ them onto a big canvas, that canvas was the ‘cave’. The whole class 

worked together to make the cave painting. It was really fun! I hope we do another class 

assignment like this, I really like it!  By Bente Nowee, B1A. 

B1A B1B 



Hi, I am 

Florentine van 

Acker from B1A. 

Today we 

finished our 

group 

assignment 

about cave 

paintings. I really liked it. We had two weeks for this 

assignment. In the first lesson we learnt everything about 

cave paintings, because we watched a documentary. The 

most interesting part was the meaning behind the drawings 

in my opinion. I also liked the fact that the random spots and 

dots are things they see in their imaginations.              

 

 

 

ART                                                              

The first Art assignment this school 

year was to design their own folder. 

The theme: what would your home 

page look like if you had your own 

website for school? 

 

Left and next page: some great 

examples of work by pupils in B1C. 

 

B1A 

B1A 



   

   

   



English TTO  

For year 2 TTO, September means preparing for The Day 

for the Languages! Pupils go to a junior school (sometimes 

the one they went to themselves) to give a mini lesson in 

English. This year one group of 2nd years gave their lesson 

to MYP pupils here at the International School Wassenaar 

– Rijnlands Lyceum. It is a great opportunity for our 2nd 

years to show off their English language skills by teaching 

pupils younger than themselves. 

Left: Eleanor, Marieke, Sophie and Cathelijne. 2B 

 

  

Lara Pilouw, Sofie Snow, Willem Hoftijzer, Meike 

Boerhave and Nicolas Oguorie 2A, giving a 

lesson to MYP pupils. 

 

 

Below: Lara has written a piece of text about her 

group’s experience. 

 

The Experience of Day of Languages 

The National Day of Languages is a day that we all think of learning a new language, 

this could be an easy language; for example English, or a hard one; Chinese. This is 



also a day when we should all realise and show that learning languages is not only for 

work, but also for fun and for your brain; studying languages helps your brain to grow. 

For The Day of Languages we had to prepare a mini-lesson about something that is 

interesting. We had to do this in groups of four of five. This mini-lesson was for a MYP 

1-class. Our mini-lesson was about animals in their conservation. We chose this subject 

because animals are going extinct and we need to do something about this. 

The preparation was at first a bit of a mess, but later we divided the tasks equally and 

everything went smoothly. After we all had our own slide we started making our 

exercises. While everyone was done with this, I still had one little problem: I could not 

think of a fun exercise. With a bit of teamwork we later solved this problem. 

Our presentation started with an introduction in which we talked about which class we 

came from and who we are. After this, Nicolas started with the Polar Region, while he 

was talking the students had already written down some of the answers. The exercise 

Nicolas made was a ‘Word Unscrambler’, an exercise where words are scrumbled and 

the students need to unscramble these. Next up was Meike about the Rainforest and 

we had a, ‘Guess which animal’ quiz and a, ‘Fill in the gaps’. Then we had a little quiz 

about the Desert by Willem. Next we had a Crossword puzzle about the Ocean from 

Sofie. The last exercise was a ‘True or False’ question list about the Savannah and later 

‘The Big Quiz’. 

The mini-lesson was longer than we thought. The order that we were talking was; 

Nicolas about the Polar Region, Meike about the Rainforest, Willem about the Desert, 

Sofie about the Ocean and about the Savannah. After every exercise we showed the 

answers. The students listened very well, sometimes we had to repeat things but that’s 

alright. Mrs. Campbell was in the class too and she was very proud of us. 

The Day of Langauges was a great experience and it helped me speak out loud in 

English. I also learned a lot about animals that live in different regions and about how 

working in a group is. 

 

Bibliography  

Website: en.wikipedia.org 

14 September 2019 

 

 



PHILEAS FOGG DRAMA WORKSHOPS 

 

      

 

 

Year 2 TTO participated in the drama workshop Little Victorians given by Phileas Fogg Theatre 

Company. Here’s what some of the pupils who participated thought about it. 

 

That day actors from Britain came to teach us about the Vicorian era. We 

got split into two groups, rich and poor. We then practiced some scenes for 

example a scene about pure finders or how it was in the classroom at that 

time. Afterwards we combined our scenes with the other group to create a large play. It was 

a fun, interactive and creative workshop to end the chapter we were reading about the 

Victorians in English TTO. 

We found out it was a cruel time for poor Victorian children. It must have been straining for 

their mental and physical well-being. 

By Mark van Damme and Jurre Kees. 2C. 

 



Art 

Modern Art. At the beginning of the school year, 2TTO learnt how to draw in one point 

perspective. The subject matter for their Art folder was to draw their own art gallery in one 

point perspective and to add famous modern art works to the walls and floor space – also using 

one point perspective! Before they finished this project they all had to do group presentations 

on a particular modern art movement. From 

Impressionism to German Expressionism and 

from Pop Art to Conceptual Art they taught 

each other some basic characteristics of 

these important art movements. 

 

Gevin Nishshanka 2A.  

 

   

Jonas Rookmaker 2C                                                  Morris Nouwens 2C 

   

Jurre Kees 2C                                                             Julia Rueb 2B 



   

Sophie Mekking 2B                                                   Lidwine Hofstra 2A 

   

Eleanor Luijkx 2B                                                      Chloé Lomans 2C 

    

Sterre Staffhorst 2C                                                  Meidan Geva 2B 

 

 

 

 



Biology 

2A cooked several national dishes in a series of biology labs. Each group did research into their 

chosen dish and cooked it in class. We had: Köttbullar med potatismos (Sweden); Pasta 

carbonara (Italy); Hamburgers (USA); Wiener schnitzels (Austria); Rösti (Switzerland); Tortillas 

(Spain); Burrito (Mexico) and Baka bana (Surinam).  

Several potential Masterchefs were revealed during these sessions, the class (and teacher!) 

enjoyed the cooking and eating of the dishes very much indeed.  

   

   

   

 

 



PE and Art cross-curricular: semi-abstract figures 

Year 3 TTO made semi-abstract clay sculptures based on poses they had come up with. They 

tried to capture the essence of these poses in sketches and then in clay. In PE pupils took those 

poses a step further, creating a short dance routine. 

Below is an example by Malou van der Heijden G3A. 

    

    

 

 

 



Left: this excellent sculpture is by Alexandra Odina 

G3A 

 

 

Below: Sofia Barnes A3B, showing her working process 

from ideas to final description of her clay work. 

 

      

     

     

 



History, English TTO and Art cross-curricular: WW1 assignments  

History: timeline of important 

events of WW1 by Sebastian 

Kerckhoffs of A3B, left, and by 

Alessandra Lamb of G3A below 

left. 

 

The theatre company Phileas 

Fogg got the pupils of year 3 to 

enact some powerful scenes 

related to experiences at the 

Front for soldiers. 

Our A3B class had a theatre 
workshop about World War 1. 
We had two actors who taught 
us how to act like people in 
World War 1.  
 
Then we were divided into two 
groups, each group had their 
own actor who taught us about 
the war in the form of a play.  
 
Each group had to make their 
own play and together it 
became one big play. We had to 
act as if we were soldiers in the 
trenches. We showed how 

horrible the war was. After that we learned about the conditions in the trenches and what was 
going on outside the battlefield. Also during the play, we read out some poems about the war.  
 
We really liked it because we were being active because of the acting part and we learned a lot 
about the war at the same time. 
 

By: Lars D’Ancona and Lex van Nobelen from A3B. 
 

In English TTO pupils had to express what they had learned about WW1 and the Front. A poem, 

a newspaper article, or a letter from the Front were some options of writing formats through 

which they expressed themselves.  



The New York Times 
THE GERMANS STRIKE VERDUN 

 

 

 

The Battle of Verdun has been going on for eight full days by the time this article will be 

released! Of course your reliable newspaper has a reporter on site! 

 Last week on the 21st of February the German 5th Army marched into the fortified regions of 

Verdun marking the start of this great battle! We suspect that the Germans are only making this 

strategic move to hit France where it hurts most: Their national pride! They will be hoping that 

the Allies send their reserve troops to contain this national pride! Let’s all hope the Allied 

commanders see through this possible ambush! 

The mood here at the front in Verdun is very depressed as we can constantly hear the German 

artillery fire shoot above our heads and all of us are aware that we could be next group of French 

soldiers blown up into the air with a huge explosion like we’ve seen happening to so many others 

over the past week! As you might expect this mood doesn’t lighten up the fighting spirit of the 

men! What the Allies need is a break from all the artillery and the never ending fear of death! 

Maybe that will lighten up the mood amongst the men because as it stands they are facing a huge 

defeat. 

Moving on then to the fixed defenses of Verdun, and once again no good news for the allies here, 

the defenses are suffering badly from the constant fire coming out of the German siege guns! We 

got the very rare opportunity to talk about this matter with none other than: General Joseph 

Joffre! The commander-in-chief of the French army and the highest commander of Verdun’s 

defensive line. He is also well-known for his swift win in the battle of  Liège in Belgium! When 

we talked to him about the German attack and the defensive line of Verdun he seemed very 

skeptical and not very optimistic he said:” I don’t know how much longer the defensive lines will 

hold, the mood under the men is rapidly declining, the German artillery doesn’t look like it is 

stopping anytime soon. Overall it is not looking promising at all but we will keep fighting until 

every last man has died and all of our ammo has been shot at the enemy”. So all in all he doesn’t 

think the French stand a chance against the mighty power of the German 5th army. He does seem 

to be very determined to fight to the last man which is a good sign! 

New York,  Tuesday 29th February 1914 



 The Germans are also launching short attacks besides the constant artillery bombardment to 

keep the pressure piling! Another extraordinary thing happened last week as the constant 

bombardment stopped as a way to tell the surviving French soldiers to reveal themselves and 

surrender to the German military! However the debate on whether to do this or not was very 

short as commander Joffre quickly intervened stating: “Every coward that dares to surrender to 

the German Huns will be shot whether it’ll be by a French or a German bullet I don’t care” And 

he kept his word killing the unlucky pair of soldiers that went against his orders and moved out 

of the trenches into no mans land! Since then the Germans have repeatedly stopped the 

bombardments to allow recon aircraft to scout the amount of French still alive and to send troops 

armed with flamethrowers an hand grenades to eliminate every French soldier that happened to 

cross their path! 

 Another issue the French army has is their poor means of communication using signal flags and 

Morse code. A good example of this lack of communication skill was shown on the 22nd of 

February as the Germans did one of their regular flamethrower attacks or at least that is what we 

thought in fact this German attack was way more serious as they planned to advance all the way 

to Verdun’s defensive line! Word of the seriousness of the attack got to the commanders way too 

late due to these bad means of communicating causing a lot of unnecessary French casualties! 

All French counter attacks have either failed or not worked as planned! Take the French attempt 

to take back Bois des Caures for example as two French battalions went into the battle only 

about 100 men made it back to base. The fate of the other 2114 men is unknown but let’s face it 

it’s not looking good. This battle might go down as one of the longest, hardest and most famous 

battles of the war and it will most likely not be a good one for France. If this battle continues like 

this only God knows how long this battle will take and how many more casualties will be 

made…  

-On site reporter, Mees Gunneman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Francien Holleman G3A 

It’ll be over by Christmas they said.  

 

Full of confidence, ready for war.  

Preparing our artillery, but what for.   

Marching for hours, marching for days.  

Going to the trenches, along the waterways.  

No living in peace anymore.   

 

As getting closer, we heard the sounds.  

The sounds of dead, where used to be towns.  

The excitement is growing, ready to kill.  

Finally getting to use our skills  

Leaving behind the shanty towns 

 

Everything was great until it started.  

it all changed when the first bullet departed.  

It went right through his head.  

And suddenly he was gone and dead.  

Only shooting like your hard hearted.  

 

The only thing you felt was regret 

Knowing this is something you will never forget 

Who was he you thought 

For you he was just a blind shot.  

It’s just your job to put that bullet in his head.  

 

Getting used to the loss, but never used to the pain,  

Seeing another pal fade away, making you insane.  

Frightened of the pain, but not frightened of death.  

Frightened to leave everybody, but glad to rest. 

Just not being able to maintain.  

 

Hearing the gunshots, every day and every night,   

Seeing the bodies, every day and every night,  

Mourning the dead, every day and every night,  

Thinking why, every day and every night,  

Knowing that this could be your last day or night.   

 

It’ll be over by Christmas they said. 

Soldiers get shot instead. 

This is all wrong.  

The Great War is taking too long.  

It’ll be over by Christmas they said. 



Art. As part of this cross-curricular project, pupils looked at artists who react to war. They first 

looked at the anonymous artist Banksy and his graffiti imagery related to military scenes before 

turning their attention to some paintings made in WW1. Satire and Irony was the underlying 

theme and the objective was to write in a variety of creative ways to understand what the 

artists were trying to express. Each art work they looked at, had to be written about in various 

formats; for example from tweets spoken by the artist, the artwork and the characters in the 

artworks, to stepping inside a painting in order to understand it via the senses. 

Here are the tweets created by Rozalie Smit, G3A, related to this Banksy of a dove of peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banksy  @banksyofficial    

And here’s yet another piece of my work in Palestine. A peace symbol, the dove with an 

olive branch. Wouldn’t it be fitting for the Holy Land to have this peaceful bird as a guardian? Although 

the dove had to adapt to the environment. Because as can be seen by the target pointed at its chest, 

someone intends to kill it. Even though the dove means no harm and has a good intention, it still has to 

be protected by the armour. Which makes sense because there are many other bullet holes showing 

near the doves’ head. Even peace can’t defeat war. No matter how much peace there is, there will 

always be someone in the world that will want to create conflict.  

 

Armored Dove of Peace by Banksy   @ADoP 

Replying to @banksyofficial 

I totally agree. Though I still wonder why you had to paint me here on this wall. The 

people here aren’t really friendly to me. My presence makes this wall so much more 

peaceful and beautiful. People however don’t want this wall here which I completely understand 

because I have got numerous bullets somewhere above my head. Next time keep in mind that I value 

my space and DO NOT want to be within the distance of some ordinary posters who can’t shut up for 

more than a few seconds.  

 



 

 

Armored Dove of Peace @TheRealArmoredDoveofPeace 

I’ve got a new home since a few days and am actually enjoying it. I like traveling and it’s nice to see more 

of this beautiful world. Though I really do not understand why this piece of armour was necessary. The 

people seem really nice and I was even properly welcomed by this lovely poster on the wall next to me. 

Still I don’t know why there is no one that has accepted my olive branch yet. Oh well, I’ll try again 

tomorrow.   

 

 ‘Flower Thrower’ by Banksy        

The following tweets were written by Micky Klein, A3B, in response to the first question they 

had to answer. 

@Banksysbabes: 

Hi, my lovely followers, this is my latest artwork. I named it ‘’The Flower Thrower’’. I tried 

to express the idea of the use of unexpected weapons. My piece suggests we may be 

able to get more done by being nice and negotiate instead of violence. I hope you think 

about this. See you later - Banksy 

@BankysBestArtworkEver: 

Hello people, everyday people come to look at me. I'm located in Jerusalem on a wall 

on the side of a garage. It’s not the most luxurious place, but I am very happy that I am 

famous! 

@TheFamousFlowerThrower 

I have been on the wall for almost 14 years now. I do like that I get so much attention, 

but I am feeling a bit tired after all those years. My biggest wish is to sit down with a cup 

of tea and relax. 

 

 



The next set of tweets are by Jolan Dhuique-Hein (left) and Anouk Boele (right), of A3B. 

 

 

Sofia Barnes, A3B has come up with these tweets, followed by a compare and contrast piece of 

writing about two paintings made during WW1. 

Chosen Banksy Artwork: BANKSY’S FLOWER THROWER 

“Art should comfort the disturbed and disturb the comfortable”  

 See what’s happening right now. 
Assignment 1: Tweets 

Banksy  @Kingofart 



@ Kingofart 

Good morning, unidentified Banksy here! 

A while ago I made this art piece on the side of a garage in Jerusalem. From all the artworks I have 

made, I think that this one is the best! When I was in Jerusalem, there was a gay parade and I heard 

that this parade was attacked and three people died. This really inspired me so much. I am 

completely AGAINST violence. I have already seen my artwork reproduced on posters, phone 

covers, T-shirts and other merchandise all over the world. Thank you, everyone!  

# anti-violence 

# street art  

# flower thrower 

10:55 AM   11/20/2019 

254K 

       

 

      Artwork of Banksy @Peaceisthebest 

@Peaceisthebest 

Hey everyone,   

Listen to me. I am the artwork talking to you! As this art piece shows, you can see that black and 

white man is depicted as a rioter or protester, with a bandana and cap to hide his identity. The 

flowers are in color, vivid, multi-color, which could be taken as symbolic of the gay pride flag. His 

facial expression and posture that there is a violent intent, however by exchanging a bomb with 

flowers, Banksy has created a strong message: wage peace. There should be more peace in this 

world, don´t you agree? 

19:05 PM   11/21/2019 

145K 

 

 

 



    The Character of Banksy’s artwork @JustanotherprotesterinJerusalem      

@JustanotherprotesterinJerusalem 

Hi everyone! 

Can you see me on Banksy’s Flower Thrower artwork? That’s right, I’m the protester on the right. 

As many have heard in the news, there was an attack at the gay pride two weeks ago. To be honest, 

I am totally against the idea behind this artwork of Banksy. I am not an anti-violence person! But 

aye, here I am and there is nothing I can do about it. 

This is not a piece of art, I believe that the people who own the building agree should not preserve 

it. However, I understand that everyone has their own opinion. I guess I just stand out from the 

crowd. What do you think? Art or Vandalism?  

# protester  

9:20 AM   11/22/2019 

103K 

 

Assignment 3:  

The word ’Void’ suggests emptiness or a hole that swallows everything, a dark still places where nothing is 

alive. In the title of the second painting two words ‘Train’ and ‘Action’, imply movement while the word 

‘Armoured’ implies metal and that the movement is of a lifeless machine and not of a person. 

In the ‘Void’ painting, you can see the uniform of a dead soldier; 

this represents the death and suffering of the soldiers in the war. 

Further, you can visualize the destruction caused by the war 

because there is a hole in the ground from a bomb. You can also 

see the bullets of the cannons lying disperse on the ground. 

The color of the ‘Void’ is very dark. Except for the white snow 

and the checkered lorry cover, the foreground is still and dark. 

The only light and movement are in the background, outside of 

the Void. In the painting, you can also see that is it raining. This 

overall creates a very sorrowful mood (as well as the dark clouds on 

the background). The foreground is also much disorganized with 

all objects being broken and scattered about. As of last, the space of the ‘Void’ painting is used very well to 

show the result of the war! 



In contrast, the ‘Armoured Train in Action’ is very bright and 

organized with straight smooth lines and curves. The soldiers are 

also painted in this same style as they orderly take aim at their 

targets. In addition, it looks like the canons are shooting water 

instead of deadly bullets. It is a much-idealized representation. It is 

making the war seem very bright and clean. 

The first painting is a more realistic representation of what the war 

was actually like. Overall, the mood in the first painting is more like 

reality than in the second painting. So the last painting is made 

more creatively. 

I am almost certain Paul Nash was a soldier and saw the horror of 

the war with his own eyes! 

‘The Card Players’, 1917 by Léger.  

These are the responses by Jolan Dhuique-Hein of A3B 

to the questions about ‘The Card Players’, 1917, by the 

artist Léger. 

Step into the artwork. 

What do you hear? 
I can hear the loud screams of the people getting shot, and the horrifying sound of  

artillery bombardments. The sound of the cards is almost impossible to hear and  

the soldiers I am playing with are silent. 

 

What do you see? 
I can see that the soldier that I play cards with transformed into people that do not  

have feelings. They became like robots, however they still have characteristics of 

humans as I can see by the person with a pipe in his mouth.  

 

What textures can you find? 
I can feel the texture of the strong blue metal that dominates the rest of the  

elements around me. I feel the peace of the soldiers that are playing cards around  

the muddy ground in yellow. I smell the red texture of blood that could be from a 

soldier has been hurt in a fight. 

 
 

What does it feel like to be here? 
On one side I still feel the fear of being in the war however I feel less and less of it 

every day. Some of my comrades have already almost become machines to  

fight. It feels like everybody does not care anymore when a friend dies. The living  

conditions are terrible and the smell is very bad. It has been terrible to be part 

of this war and I hope I will not die. 



Now step back out of the artwork.  

Reflection: How does Léger represent his comrades? Also: What does this painting tell us 
about humanity and machines? 

Léger represents his comrades as mechanical, expressionless individuals as you   

can see on the image above. The people are seen as robots that are only used for 

war and if they die it is not a problem because they can get easily replaced. This  

painting tells us that machines and people can sometimes be used the same way or 

act the same way because in this time of war the generals did not care about the   

feelings and lives of the people and were therefore seen as weapons for war that  

when they were broken got replaced. 

 

Floris-Jan van Dijk, G3A, had these thoughts about the Léger painting. 

Step into the artwork. 

What do you hear? 

I hear the rattling and scraping of many rusty metal machines. I hear the grinding sound of gear 

wheels rotating and the rustling sound of the flipping of paper cards being dealt. The sound is 

chaotic. 

 

What do you see? 

I see shining metal and rigid movements of the mechanical arms. I see many unknown red 

coloured structures in the background and yellow coloured structures in the foreground. I see the 

interchange of cards. Altogether a very crowded and littered scene. 

 

What textures can you find? 

I find mainly smooth, polished metal surfaces. All the arms, hands and fingers are perfectly 

rounded. The yellow structures in the foreground have a stone like texture. On the left I find piled 

up red structures, who are abnormally formed.  

 

What does it feel like to be here? 

It feels like an alien, chaotic, mechanical, lifeless and unreal world. I want to step back out of this 

artwork really quick. 



Now step back out of the artwork.  

Reflection: How does Léger represent his comrades? Also: What does this painting tell us 
about humanity and machines? 
His comrades are represented as unconscious mechanical things, only focused on the game of 

cards. People create machines to be used in the war, the other way around the war turns people 

into machines. The game of cards can also represent chance. You can have bad cards or good 

cards. The outcome of war is uncertain as is the outcome of a game of cards.  

 

Another of the Art assignments: you are a war correspondent for a newspaper at the scene 

depicted in the painting ‘The Harvest of Battle’ by Christopher Nevinson 1918/19.                          

Anouk Boele, A3B followed by Jerry Wang, G3A give their on-location accounts. 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Harvest of Battle’ by Christopher Nevinson. 1918/19.             

 

As of now, I am standing directly on the battlefield where the bloody battle took place just two days ago. The mud is soft 
and wet, in an unpleasant way and the air is full of smoke  and the smell of shrapnel and gunpowder. The landscape is gray; 
the ground is gray, the men are gray, heaven is gray. Bodies are scattered on the ground like a bag of marbles spilt on the 
ground. Everywhere you look, craters filled with water cover the ground. Everywhere you look, men are missing limbs, 
teeth and bruised . The men that can walk, carry the ones who cannot. There is a somber atmosphere, dull and depressing like 
a cloud of dust had descended on us. It deadly silent, a brief silence before the next storm. 
 



IB English 

Update from the IB Coordinator 

On 5 July 2019, we heard that 100% of the IB cohort passed their IB English A: Language and 

Literature Standard- and Higher-Level exams. We are very proud of this achievement. This is the 

nineteenth year in a row that our school has had 100% of its IB students pass this challenging 

course. Our Higher-Level students averaged a 6.0 (out of 7.0) which was well above the World 

Average of 4.96. Well done, Higher-Level students! This is all the more impressive if we consider 

that the IB Exams took place, for the first time since RLW has done IB, during the vwo Central 

Exams!  

A few short weeks later, on Friday, 4 October 2019, at 4pm, 95% of the above-mentioned 

“graduates” returned to RLW for a festive ceremony. During this mini class reunion, the 

returning students were able to reminisce about their IB lessons, play a Kahoot, and… collect 

their IB Certificates. By earning these IB Certificates, they also successfully completed their 

Senior TTO Certification and collected that certificate, as well. As well, thirteen of the IB 

students were able, as a result of the “regelluwe” ruling, swap the IB grade for the vwo “engels” 

grade in the eindercijferlijst. 

 

Well done, May 2019 IB Cohort! We wish you well in your future endeavors! 

For the current sixth years (2020 Cohort), the IB Language A Language and Literature (SL and 

HL) internal Individual Oral Commentaries (“IOC's”) are rapidly approaching. They take place 

the week after Sinterklaas (and before the Christmas break!) on 10, 11, 12 and 13 December.  

These IOC's are the first big formal IB assessments our 6vwo-IB students will sit towards their IB 

Certificate. Students are required to engage in a 15-minute, oral critical examination of a 

particular extract drawn from a work that has been studied in part 4 of the language A: 

language and literature course works (selected poetry by award-winning poets, Seamus Heaney 

and Carol Ann Duffy as well as the Pulitzer-Prize winning novel, The Road, by Cormac 

McCarthy). The individual oral commentary allows students to analyze the relationship 

between formal elements and meaning in a particular literary text. 

Sincerely, 

Deb Stout 

RLW IB Coordinator 



2019 IB Cohort the 

afternoon of their 

exam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Cohort at the 

IB Graduation 

Ceremony in 

October 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MUNISH 2019 

During the first weekend of November 2019, 

22 fourth and fifth year RLW students from 

our MUN club went to our sister school, ISH, 

to participate in their 29th MUN Conference 

(“MUNISH XXIX”). Representing four 

different countries in a multitude of UN 

communities, the RLW students discussed 

the theme of “Fostering Development: The 

Complexities of an Interconnected World” 

and pooled their thoughts, energy and 

enthusiasm into trying to make the future of 

our world a better place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KCV Rome trip 

All 4VWO Gymnasium pupils prepared for their trip to Rome by writing an article about one 

subject. They worked alone or in pairs. They prepared it during our KCV-classes. Later, they 

used their article to give a presentation in Rome, ‘on the spot’. We heard wonderful and 

amazing things about this beautiful city. Also, the level of the presentations this year was high. 

Well done!! 

The article below was written by Martina Kornberg about Capitol Hill in Rome. 

 

 

CAPITOLINE HILL 

INTRODUCTION 

Capitoline Hill: the famous heart of the city of Rome. The Capitoline has had a long, broad history. 

Gods were worshipped, laws were written, people were executed, and armies fought battles all on 

this same hill. We are going to look at this illustrious site through the ages, from the start of Rome 

to the Renaissance. 

 

CAPITOLINE HILL IN ANCIENT TIMES 

Capitoline Hill is one of the seven hills upon which Rome is 

founded and exists of three parts: the hill Arx in the north, 

the lower hill Capitolium in the south, and the depression in 

between called the Asylum. The beginning of the history of 

Capitoline Hill dates back many centuries, to the start of 

Rome. The Roman Forum, which lay at the centre of Rome, 

started at the foot of this hill. The Capitoline overlooked the 

Campus Martius on the other side, which was generally used as a place of gathering and later also 

as a living space. 

Capitoline Hill got its reputation as the political heart of Rome through its important buildings and 

sites. One of these is the Tabularium, which was built in 78 BC. The Tabularium contained the 

tabulae - which held the laws and records of Rome - and was used as office by city officials. The 

hill was further also used for the defence of Rome and for carrying out the death sentence.  

The Roman Forum and Capitoline Hill in 

ancient times 



 

THE TEMPLES OF ANCIENT ROME 

Capitoline Hill was a centre of religion for the Romans as well. 

Though the hill was filled with many temples worshipping 

different gods and goddesses, the most important and famous one 

was the Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus. The temple was 

completed in 509 BC under Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, the last 

king of Rome before being overthrown by the Roman Republic. It 

is said that workers found a human skull (“caput” in Latin) while building the temple, and the hill 

got its name from this incident. The temple worshipped Jupiter, Juno and Minerva – which together 

formed the Capitoline Triad – although Jupiter was the most important of the three. 

The Romans believed Jupiter supported the city and viewed Capitoline Hill as the optimal lookout 

point. Ovid, a famous poet, stated that “when Jupiter overlooks the whole world from his castle, 

he only sees Roman territory1,” further illustrating the way the Romans thought of the god. 

Another famous temple is the Temple of Juno Moneta, which was built by Camillus and is believed 

to have stood on the Arx, overlooking the Roman Forum. The temple is said to have been built in 

344 BC, but the temple plays a role in history before that date. This - together with artefacts found 

in the area - suggests a previous temple dedicated to Juno may have existed. 

 

TALES OF ANCIENT ROME 

 Capitoline Hill also played many important parts in historic and mythological 

tales. This hill was the place where Romulus, after he had just founded Rome 

and needed a bigger population, resulted in allowing refugees to stay in the 

Asylum. Another famous example comes from the invasion of Rome by the 

Gauls in 390 BC. When the Gauls reached the city, the few men left in Rome 

took cover on Capitoline Hill. One night, the Gallic army tried to climb the 

Capitoline without alarming the guards or their dogs, at which they succeeded. 

What they did not know, however, were that geese sacred to Juno, the goddess 

of marriage, sat by her temple. The geese started honking and warned the guards. This also 

explains the name Juno Moneta, as it comes from the Latin monere, which means “to warn”. 

The original Temple of Jupiter 

Optimus Maximus 

The Gauls invade 

Rome 



Some sites also got their name from such tales. An example of this comes from early Roman 

history. The Sabines, who were at war with Rome because the Romans had abducted their women, 

were eager to enter the city. A woman named Tarpeia agreed to let them in, in hopes of getting 

their jewellery. After opening the gates, the Sabines crushed her to death on a cliff on the 

Capitolium. That cliff is still known as the Tarpeian Rock today. The criminals of ancient Rome 

were thrown off the cliff as a form of execution. 

 

CAPITOLINE HILL IN THE MIDDLE AGES 

In the Middle Ages, Capitoline Hill lost the grand status it had in 

ancient times. The biggest part of the hill was left deserted and 

turned into dirty, muddy grassland used for goats to graze on. The 

Capitoline received the name Monte Caprino – Goat Mountai 

 

CAPITOLINE HILL IN THE RENAISSANCE 

It was the year 1535, almost a decade after the Sack of Rome, when Pope Paul III ordered famous 

artist Michelangelo Buonarroti to restore and renovate the Campidoglio2. The Pope had many 

reasons why he felt it was time to renovate the Capitoline, but the most important one was wanting 

to impress Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, who was due to visit the city two years later. 

Michelangelo designed a full renovation of the buildings, piazza and the stairs leading up to it. The 

restoration continued for decades and went on after Michelangelo’s death. The Campidoglio was 

finished in the 1600s, but completed entirely in the 1940s, when Mussolini ordered the pavement 

to be finished just as Michelangelo designed it.  

 

HOW MICHELANGELO CHANGED THE CAMPIDOGLIO 

This restored version of the Capitoline brought back the life and 

power the hill had and shows Rome once again as the centre of the 

earth, or Caput Mundi, as Rome was also viewed in ancient times. 

Michelangelo was able to modernize the Campidoglio yet keep the 

grandeur of Ancient Rome at heart, showing aspects of the world in 

his time and the world in ancient times. Moreover, Michelangelo's designs are a perfect example 

of how symmetry was used in the renaissance and of how renaissance artists thought and worked. 

Capitoline Hill in the Middle Ages 

Piazza del Campidoglio 



With the piazza, Michelangelo succeeded in creating an open area that is still 

enclosed by its buildings. Directly facing the centre of the piazza is the Palazzo 

Senatorio, thus showing the greatness of government just as Michelangelo 

desired. The paving holds a star-like pattern, which symbolises the moving 

constellations. This once more shows Rome as a wealthy and powerful Caput 

Mundi. At the heart of the piazza stands the statue of Marcus Aurelius, still 

preserved from ancient Rome. It is believed that the statue was kept in good 

condition because it was first thought to be a statue of Constantine the Great. The equestrian statue 

resembles power and greatness and greets the visitor when he enters the piazza. For preservation 

purposes, the original statue is held in the Capitoline Museums and is replaced with a copy. 

 

CAPITOLINE HILL TODAY 

Capitoline Hill has gone through many stages throughout our history and has adapted to how the 

world changed around it. Out of all this, one thing is clear: the centre of Rome – and thus of the 

world – was and always will be Capitoline Hill. 

 

 

Bibliography and website sources provided 

Statue of Marcus 

Aurelius 



CKV Normandy and Munich Trips 

In October, 4VWO Athenaeum TTO pupils went on a cultural trip to either Normandy or 

Munich depending on whether they take French or German at school. They experienced the 

culture, art & architecture, history and language of these destinations and made 

assignments for German or French and also for CKV. 

For the subject CKV, they all had to make a visual report as a reflection of their cultural trip. 

Below is one example of a report made by Sofie van der Sterren. As you can see, she has 

taken the Bayeux Tapestry, one of the visits on the Normandy trip, and used concepts such 

as its length and texture as a base idea for her own long strip of material on which she has 

incorporated the various questions they had to answer whilst visiting not just the Bayeux 

Tapestry but also Rouen Cathedral and Mont St Michel.   

 

 



 

 

They were asked to re-

write a scene from the 

Bayeux Tapestry in modern 

cartoon style.  

 



During their visit, pupils visited a local school and spent time in lessons. 

Lycée Malherbe, Caen. 

 

 

 

 

Europäische Schüle München. Concentrating on 

the lesson; Boudewijn van Slooten.  

 

 

 

 

Exchange students   

This autumn we welcomed seven students from South Africa and Australia: Abdul Maalik 

Kerbelker, Ubaid-Dullah Samsodien, Noa Duckitt, Ella Manthorp, Anabella Davidson, Caitlyn 

Argy and Rose Bouwman. 

The South African and Australian 

exchange pupils joined the Munich Trip. 

As can be seen in this photograph, taken 

on a visit to Salzburg, they thoroughly 

enjoyed the trip.  

Alongside them are Ruben Dunnewolt 

and Aloyse van Waesberghe, two of our pupils who will be visiting their exchange brother 

and sister in January 2020. 

      



Whilst in The Netherlands, the exchange students also visited a variety of important local 

sites, accompanied by Ms Haasnoot. Below are a few examples of some trips they made. 

Escher in het Paleis / Escher Museum. 

The Hague. 

 

 

 

 

 

Voorlinden Museum.                      

Wassenaar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Madurodam.                                        

The Hague. 

 

The exchange students from South 

Africa and Australia participated in a 

number of subjects during their time 

at the RLW. The teachers were very 

impressed with their positive attitude 

and the contributions they made 

during their stay.  

One example of a quality piece of work by an exchange student, was made for 4VWO 

English TTO. In response to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal number 5: 

Gender Equality, Anabella Davidson (of South Africa), wrote an article on gender-based 

violence in South Africa. 



UNITED NATIONS 17 SUSTAINABLE GOALS 
NUMBER 5 - GENDER EQUALITY  
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Half of the world’s population is composed of women, and for that reason, women hold 
half of the world's potential. Yet women all around the world are suffering from 
violence and discrimination every day — with South Africa’s rate of sexual violence 
being the highest in the world. Sexual violence is forcing or manipulating someone to 
take part in unwanted sexual activity without their consent, and consent is when BOTH 
parties agree to do something. 
 
Last year, over 2,700 women and 1,000 children were killed in South Africa and a total 
of 30,626 rape cases between 2018 and 2019 were reported according to the South 
African Police Service. Keep in mind, that only 1 in 9 victims of rape report the cases. So, 
the actual number of rapes that happened is in reality, much higher. Also, according to 
the South African government, every three hours in South Africa, a woman is murdered 
and many of those women are assaulted and raped before they die. Correspondingly, a 
South African woman has a larger chance of being raped, than learning how to read. 
 
One would think that you would be safe in a post office, right? Well, in South Africa this 
is not the case. One early Saturday afternoon, a 19-year-old university student, named 
Uyinene Mrwetyana, went to a local post office in the Capetonian suburb of Claremont 
to pick up clothes that she had ordered online. Luyanda Botha, the man behind the 
counter, told her that their card machine was not working since the electricity was out, 
and power outages are common in Cape Town. So this was believable. Therefore, 
Uyinene didn’t think twice about this and returned later. When Uyinene returned, 
Luyanda locked the doors behind her and raped and murdered her. 
 
In the same week, Jesse Hess, who was a 19-year-old student, was murdered at her 
home in Cape Town, alongside her grandfather, who had also been murdered and a 
month before that, a South African boxer Leighandre “Baby Lee” Jegels was shot dead by 
her boyfriend and equestrian show-jumper Meghan Cremer who was 30 years old, was 
found dead on a sand mine in Cape Town with a rope around her neck and her hands 
tied. It is horrible to face the fact that women need to add the post office ,or their 
boyfriends to the long list of things that are unsafe. 
 
These horrible events sparked a wave of outrage in our country. So much so that we 
responded with the #AmINext movement. This entailed protests all over the world with 
people of all sexes, races, and classes participating and raising awareness for gender-
based violence. Considering all of this, the South African government declared gender-
based violence a national crisis. Some women believe that the death penalty must be 
brought back because a life sentence is not enough.  
 
The femicide — which is the killing of females just because they are females — in South 
Africa is completely and utterly out of hand and most definitely contributes to gender 
inequality. I know this topic may not be frequently spoken about in the Netherlands, but 
it is very important. If you are a man, stand up, speak up and protect the women in your 
lives. You wouldn’t want to see this happen to one of the women you love the most. You 
have the power to change this.  



The following essay was written by Rose Bouwman, of Australia, for 5VWO IB English. 

 

Importance of Ocean Conservation 

            People need air to breathe, water to drink, food to eat, new medicines, a climate we 

can live in, beauty, inspiration and recreation. We need to know that we belong to something 

bigger than ourselves. We want a better future for those we care about. To survive and 

prosper, we need healthy oceans. Ocean conservation deserves our attention and effort. The 

ocean is home to our livelihood and home to our earth’s beautiful animals and plants. On 

many occasions, we get the opportunity to go sight-seeing and underwater diving to 

experience the life underneath the ocean. We all love it don’t we? We must, therefore, fight 

tooth and nail to ensure the marine environment is kept clean and free from pollution by our 

activities. Proven research shows that 80% of ocean pollution is as a result of our inhumane 

actions. Factories alongside ocean lines unhealthily depositing highly toxic waste into the sea, 

causing the death of our beloved marine nature. On boat riding expenditures, some of us 

ought to carry along snack packs to keep the mouth busy and end up littering the sea with 

plastic bottles and indecomposable paper wrappings. I wish you would stop for a moment and 

reflect on the danger you pose to the sea livelihood. Apart from selfishly depriving fish their 

right to swim in the water without exposure to toxic chemicals freely, we are ignorantly 

killing the rare existing plant life under the water. Oxygen is an essential nutrient for life 

below and layering chemicals and waste into the ocean slowly, but dangerously pronounces 

death to marine life. Ignorant littering is only advertising your lack of love and respect for 

nature. 

The marine environment offers our daily income and source of employment. A wide 

range of professions from fishing, maritime discovery, transporting of exports and people 

from one place to another, protecting territorial coastlines in various countries. How dare you 

ignore this importance of the ocean. How shall we survive then if our actions destroy our 

income means? We must take the initiative to protect our wealth or homes shall be broken 

and unemployment to rise even further. Our ocean research culture besides being our daily 

bread improves our wits capacity. Every day of life is a learning process, and we ought to 

appreciate the gift of life by preserving nature’s gifts. We all have an essential role to play in 

conserving the ocean if we don’t like the idea of being homeless and jobless all the same. 

 Regulation of climate is another importance of oceans. Scientific research shows that 

oceans absorb 25% of carbon dioxide gas produced by human population, emitted in the 



atmosphere. The ocean produces over half of the world's oxygen and absorbs 50 times more 

carbon dioxide than our atmosphere. Climate regulation: Covering 70 percent of the Earth's 

surface, the ocean transports heat from the equator to the poles, regulating our climate and 

weather patterns. However, this doesn’t give us the privilege to forcefully stretch the carbon 

levels disposed of in the atmosphere through industrial waste. Oceans have an allowed limit 

of carbon dioxide absorption and when the limit exceeds normal, affects the ability of climate 

regulation by the sea. Besides climate regulation, oceans have an impact on the weather we 

get to experience. Beaches are accountable for the precipitation process leading to the rain 

that we sumptuously count on for providing our drinking water and flowing rivers and lakes. 

The ocean serenity offers a calming effect on our well-being. The sight of blue ocean 

water gives a sense of peace and relaxation of the mind and body. Fishing is also a 

recreational activity helps keep the mind at ease by doing what we love. Uncontrolled fishing 

depletes fish population in the sea threatening to end the life of marine creatures dependent 

on fish for survival. Modern developments on the coastal lines also contribute to the 

destruction of valuable ecosystems within the marine environment like mangroves and coral 

reefs. It is just about time we take a stand against marine damage. Mere ignorance can lead to 

the loss of very precious irreplaceable features that nature has to offer to us. Fairy tales of an 

existing single resolution to do away with the plastic problem in oceans should be carefully 

reviewed. The definitive solution for ocean conservation is ensuring bans are put in place. 

Maritime officials must keep watch for people violating ocean reservation acts. Moreover, 

disciplinary measures must be enacted to serve as a warning to all those prone to breaking set 

rules. Make informed decisions about which tour companies you use, avoid purchasing 

souvenirs that exploit marine wildlife, take care of the beach you surf or tan on. Stop using as 

many plastic products, and only purchase seafood that is certified as sustainable. Educate 

yourself, because learning about ocean conservation will help you make choices that protect 

our planet’s most important resource. 

Rationale 

 

The above statement in writing is a speech on Marine life and the importance of conserving 

the water environment that I made during a world environment day summit at the national 

Marine conservation congress held at the Portside Conference Centre. Marine officers, 

environmental activists and sea lovers were all invited to attend the conference as it touches 

an area of their great concern. Conserving marine life is very important as a more significant 

percentage of survival is accommodated in water. Moreover, water bodies in our environment 

about:blank


contribute primarily to the provision of renewable energy in terms of electricity. The climate 

and weather are affected by ocean existence. This explains the occurrences of the heating and 

cooling effects experienced on land. 

Additionally, the ocean is proven to be the most extensive ecosystem available on our planet, 

the Earth. Different forms of life have the sea as their home; from microorganisms to large 

animals and fish. The ocean also offers employment opportunities in various fields of 

professionalism. There is a lot to be learned from Thunberg’s speeches, and one lesson I can’t 

forget is the importance she gives on environmental conservation. I chose to employ the 

logos pathos and ethos techniques in my speech as I believed that the audience needs to 

understand marine conservation in all possible perspectives. I got the chance to connect 

emotionally, psychologically and logically with my audience who I believe took home handy 

points on the importance of marine conservation. 

Rose Bouwman 
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EXTRA NEWS 

Rehearsals are well under way for what promises to be a spectacular – if not the best – RLW 

musical yet!  

The TTO Musical team is grateful to Chrisje and Jochem both in 6V, for being such excellent 

student coaches. Written, directed and produced by our talented duo of Mrs van Leeuwen 

and Ms Haasnoot Into The Bookstore (No Escape From Reality) will be showing 3rd, 4th and 

5th of June.  

We can’t wait! 

 

The TTO musical group photo. 

 

Marcel Sutedja of B1A wins Superkids 2019! Congratulations Marcel. What an outstanding 

performance on national TV. 

  Marcel’s winning violin performance. 

Noah Pham The of B1B is also a winner. Congratulations on 

recently winning the Noritsu Cup for karate. 

 

Marcel and Noah:                                                

we’re very proud of you! 

 


